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DISCLAIMER: 

This is not an all-inclusive list of the Missouri statutes and is for reference only.  Individuals are 

responsible to research these statutes in their entirety for full information. 

 

 

 



 

 

DEFINITIONS (as of 2019): 

 

• Deadly force 

o physical force which the actor uses with the purpose of causing or which he or she 

knows to create a substantial risk of causing death or serious physical injury 

 

• Dwelling 

o any building, inhabitable structure, or conveyance of any kind, whether the 

building, inhabitable structure, or conveyance is temporary or permanent, mobile 

or immobile, which has a roof over it, including a tent, and is designed to be 

occupied by people lodging therein at night 

 

• Forcible felony 

o any felony involving the use or threat of physical force or violence against any 

individual, including but not limited to murder, robbery, burglary, arson, 

kidnapping, assault, and any forcible sexual offense 

 

• Premises 

o includes any building, inhabitable structure and any real property 

 

• Private person 

o any person other than a law enforcement officer 

 

• Private property 

o any real property in this state that is privately owned or leased 

 

• Unlawfully enter 

o a person unlawfully enters in or upon premises or private property when he or she 

enters such premises or private property and is not licensed or privileged to do so. 

A person who, regardless of his or her purpose, enters in or upon private property 

or premises that are at the time open to the public does so with license unless he 

or she defies a lawful order not to enter, personally communicated to him or her 

by the owner of such premises or by another authorized person. A license to enter 

in a building that is only partly open to the public is not a license to enter in that 

part of the building that is not open to the public. 

 

• Remain after unlawfully entering 

o to remain in or upon premises after unlawfully entering as defined in this section 

 

• Residence 

o a dwelling in which a person resides either temporarily or permanently or is 

visiting as an invited guest; 

 

 

 



MISSOURI  STATUTES: 

 

563.031.  Use of force in defense of persons (10/14/2016) 

1. A person may, subject to the provisions of subsection 2 of this section, use physical force upon 

another person when and to the extent he or she reasonably believes such force to be necessary to 

defend himself or herself or a third person from what he or she reasonably believes to be the use 

or imminent use of unlawful force by such other person, unless: 

o (1) The actor was the initial aggressor; except that in such case his or her use of 

force is nevertheless justifiable provided: 

 

▪ (a) He or she has withdrawn from the encounter and effectively 

communicated such withdrawal to such other person but the latter persists 

in continuing the incident by the use or threatened use of unlawful force; 

or 

▪ (b) He or she is a law enforcement officer and as such is an aggressor 

pursuant to section 563.046; or 

▪ (c) The aggressor is justified under some other provision of this chapter or 

other provision of law; 

 

o (2) Under the circumstances as the actor reasonably believes them to be, the 

person whom he or she seeks to protect would not be justified in using such 

protective force; 

 

o (3) The actor was attempting to commit, committing, or escaping after the 

commission of a forcible felony. 

2. A person shall not use deadly force upon another person under the circumstances specified in 

subsection 1 of this section unless: 

(1) He or she reasonably believes that such deadly force is necessary to protect 

himself, or herself or her unborn child, or another against death, serious physical 

injury, or any forcible felony; 

 



o (2) Such force is used against a person who unlawfully enters, remains after 

unlawfully entering, or attempts to unlawfully enter a dwelling, residence, or 

vehicle lawfully occupied by such person; or 

 

o (3) Such force is used against a person who unlawfully enters, remains after 

unlawfully entering, or attempts to unlawfully enter private property that is owned 

or leased by an individual, or is occupied by an individual who has been given 

specific authority by the property owner to occupy the property, claiming a 

justification of using protective force under this section. 

3. A person does not have a duty to retreat: 

o (1) From a dwelling, residence, or vehicle where the person is not unlawfully 

entering or unlawfully remaining; 

 

o (2) From private property that is owned or leased by such individual; or 

 

o (3) If the person is in any other location such person has the right to be. 

4. The justification afforded by this section extends to the use of physical restraint as protective 

force provided that the actor takes all reasonable measures to terminate the restraint as soon as it 

is reasonable to do so. 

5. The defendant shall have the burden of injecting the issue of justification under this section. 

If a defendant asserts that his or her use of force is described under subdivision (2) of subsection 

2 of this section, the burden shall then be on the state to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the 

defendant did not reasonably believe that the use of such force was necessary to defend against 

what he or she reasonably believed was the use or imminent use of unlawful force. 

563.033.  Battered spouse syndrome evidence that defendant acted in self-defense or 

defense of another (8/28/2014) 

1. Evidence that the actor was suffering from the battered spouse syndrome shall be admissible 

upon the issue of whether the actor lawfully acted in self-defense or defense of another. 



2. If the defendant proposes to offer evidence of the battered spouse syndrome, he shall file 

written notice thereof with the court in advance of trial. Thereafter, the court, upon motion of the 

state, shall appoint one or more private psychiatrists or psychologists, as defined in section 

632.005, or physicians with a minimum of one year training or experience in providing treatment 

or services to intellectually disabled or mentally ill individuals, who are neither employees nor 

contractors of the department of mental health for the purposes of performing the examination in 

question, to examine the accused, or shall direct the director of the department of mental health, 

or his designee, to have the accused so examined by one or more psychiatrists or psychologists, 

as defined in section 632.005, or physicians with a minimum of one year training or experience 

in providing treatment or services to intellectually disabled or mentally ill individuals designated 

by the director, or his designee, for the purpose of examining the defendant. No private 

psychiatrist, psychologist, or physician shall be appointed by the court unless he has consented to 

act. The examinations ordered shall be made at such time and place and under such conditions as 

the court deems proper; except that if the order directs the director of the department of mental 

health to have the accused examined, the director, or his designee, shall determine the reasonable 

time, place and conditions under which the examination shall be conducted. The order may 

include provisions for the interview of witnesses. 

3. No statement made by the accused in the course of any such examination and no information 

received by any physician or other person in the course thereof, whether such examination was 

made with or without the consent of the accused or upon his motion or upon that of others, shall 

be admitted in evidence against the accused on the issue of whether he committed the act 

charged against him in any criminal proceeding then or thereafter pending in any court, state or 

federal. 

563.041.  Use of physical (non-lethal) force in defense of property (8/28/2018) 

1. A person may, subject to the limitations of subsection 2, use physical force upon another 

person when and to the extent that he or she reasonably believes it necessary to prevent what he 

or she reasonably believes to be the commission or attempted commission by such person of 

stealing, property damage or tampering in any degree. 

2. A person may use deadly force under circumstances described in subsection 1 only when such 

use of deadly force is authorized under other sections of this chapter. 



 

563.070.  Accidents an excuse for offense when 

1. Conduct which would otherwise constitute an offense under chapter 565 is excusable and not 

criminal when it is the result of accident in any lawful act by lawful means without knowingly 

causing or attempting to cause physical injury and without acting with criminal negligence. 

2. The defendant shall have the burden of injecting the issue of excuse authorized under this 

section. 

563.074. Justification as an absolute defense (Revised 2019) 

 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 563.016, a person who uses force as described in 

sections 563.031, 563.041, 563.046, 563.051, 563.056, and 563.061 is justified in using such 

force and such fact shall be an absolute defense to criminal prosecution or civil liability. 

2. The court shall award attorney's fees, court costs, and all reasonable expenses incurred by the 

defendant in defense of any civil action brought by a plaintiff if the court finds that the defendant 

has an absolute defense as provided in subsection 1 of this section. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONCEALABLE FIREARMS 

 

571.080.  Transfer of concealable firearms. — A person commits the crime of transfer of a 

concealable firearm if such person violates 18 U.S.C. Section 922(b) or 18 U.S.C. Section 922(x) 

which states in part: 

• It is a crime OTHER THAN licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, or licensed 

dealer, to engage in the business of importing, manufacturing, or dealing in firearms. 

 

 

 571.085.  Purchase in another state by Missouri residents, permitted when. — Residents of 

the state of Missouri may purchase firearms in any state, provided that such residents conform to 

the applicable provisions of the Federal Gun Control Act of 1968, and regulations thereunder, 

and provided further that such residents conform to the provisions of law applicable to such 

purchase in the state of Missouri and in the state in which the purchase is made. 

 

 571.092.  Restriction on transfer and possession of firearms, petition for removal of, when, 

requirements. — 1.  Any individual who has been adjudged incapacitated under chapter 475, 

who has been involuntarily committed under chapter 632, or who is otherwise subject to the 

firearms-related disabilities of 18 U.S.C.  Section 922(d)(4) or (g)(4) as a result of an 

adjudication or commitment that occurred in this state may file a petition for the removal of the 

disqualification to ship, transport, receive, purchase, possess, or transfer a firearm imposed under 

18 U.S.C. Section 922(d)(4) or (g)(4) and the laws of this state. 

 

 571.093.  Certain records closed to the public. — If any sheriff retains records of permits to 

obtain concealable firearms issued under former section 571.090, as repealed by senate bills nos. 

62 and 41 of the ninety-fourth general assembly, then such records shall be closed to the 

public.  No such record shall be made available for any purpose whatsoever unless its disclosure 

is mandated by a valid court order relating to a criminal investigation. 

 

 

 571.095.  Confiscation of firearms and ammunition, when — exceptions. — Upon conviction 

for or attempting to commit a felony in violation of any law perpetrated in whole or in part by 

the use of a firearm, the court may, in addition to the penalty provided by law for such offense, 

order the confiscation and disposal or sale or trade to a licensed firearms dealer of firearms and 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-197254577-943489805&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:44:section:922
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-1863398542-816587317&term_occur=999&term_src=title:18:part:I:chapter:44:section:922
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-374652778-816587316&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/uscode.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=18-USC-374652778-816587316&term_occur=999&term_src=
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneChapter.aspx?chapter=475
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneChapter.aspx?chapter=632
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=571.090


ammunition used in the commission of the crime or found in the possession or under the 

immediate control of the defendant at the time of his or her arrest.  The proceeds of any sale or 

gains from trade shall be the property of the police department or sheriff's department 

responsible for the defendant's arrest or the confiscation of the firearms and ammunition.  If such 

firearms or ammunition are not the property of the convicted felon, they shall be returned to their 

rightful owner if he or she is known and was not a participant in the crime. 

 

571.101.  Concealed carry permits, application requirements — approval procedures — 

issuance, when — information on permit — fees. —  

 

1.  All applicants for concealed carry permits issued pursuant to subsection 7 of this section must 

satisfy the requirements of sections 571.101 to 571.121.  If the said applicant can show 

qualification as provided by sections 571.101 to 571.121, the county or city sheriff shall issue a 

concealed carry permit authorizing the carrying of a concealed firearm on or about the applicant's 

person or within a vehicle.  A concealed carry permit shall be valid from the date of issuance or 

renewal until five years from the last day of the month in which the permit was issued or 

renewed.  The concealed carry permit is valid throughout this state.  Although the permit is 

considered valid in the state, a person who fails to renew his or her permit within five years from 

the date of issuance or renewal shall not be eligible for an exception to a National Instant 

Criminal Background Check under federal regulations 

571.107.  Permit does not authorize concealed firearms, where — penalty for 

violation. — 1.  A concealed carry permit issued pursuant to sections 571.101 to 571.121, a 

valid concealed carry endorsement issued prior to August 28, 2013, or a concealed carry 

endorsement or permit issued by another state or political subdivision of another state shall 

authorize the person in whose name the permit or endorsement is issued to carry concealed 

firearms on or about his or her person or vehicle throughout the state.  No concealed carry permit 

issued pursuant to sections 571.101 to 571.121, valid concealed carry endorsement issued prior 

to August 28, 2013, or a concealed carry endorsement or permit issued by another state or 

political subdivision of another state shall authorize any person to carry concealed firearms into: 

  (1)  Any police, sheriff, or highway patrol office or station without the consent of the chief 

law enforcement officer in charge of that office or station.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle 

https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneChapterRng.aspx?tb1=571.101%20to%20571.121
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneChapterRng.aspx?tb1=571.101%20to%20571.121
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneChapterRng.aspx?tb1=571.101%20to%20571.121
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneChapterRng.aspx?tb1=571.101%20to%20571.121


on the premises of the office or station shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is 

not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises; 

  (2)  Within twenty-five feet of any polling place on any election day. Possession of a firearm 

in a vehicle on the premises of the polling place shall not be a criminal offense so long as the 

firearm is not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises; 

  (3)  The facility of any adult or juvenile detention or correctional institution, prison or 

jail.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises of any adult, juvenile detention, or 

correctional institution, prison or jail shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not 

removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises; 

  (4)  Any courthouse solely occupied by the circuit, appellate or supreme court, or any 

courtrooms, administrative offices, libraries or other rooms of any such court whether or not such 

court solely occupies the building in question.  This subdivision shall also include, but not be 

limited to, any juvenile, family, drug, or other court offices, any room or office wherein any of 

the courts or offices listed in this subdivision are temporarily conducting any business within the 

jurisdiction of such courts or offices, and such other locations in such manner as may be 

specified by supreme court rule pursuant to subdivision (6) of this subsection.  Nothing in this 

subdivision shall preclude those persons listed in subdivision (1) of subsection 2 of 

section 571.030 while within their jurisdiction and on duty, those persons listed in subdivisions 

(2), (4), and (10) of subsection 2 of section 571.030, or such other persons who serve in a law 

enforcement capacity for a court as may be specified by supreme court rule pursuant to 

subdivision (6) of this subsection from carrying a concealed firearm within any of the areas 

described in this subdivision.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises of any of the 

areas listed in this subdivision shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not 

removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises; 

  (5)  Any meeting of the governing body of a unit of local government; or any meeting of the 

general assembly or a committee of the general assembly, except that nothing in this subdivision 

shall preclude a member of the body holding a valid concealed carry permit or endorsement from 

carrying a concealed firearm at a meeting of the body which he or she is a member.  Possession 

of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is 

not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises.  Nothing in this 

subdivision shall preclude a member of the general assembly, a full-time employee of the general 

https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=571.030
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assembly employed under Section 17, Article III, Constitution of Missouri, legislative employees 

of the general assembly as determined under section 21.155, or statewide elected officials and 

their employees, holding a valid concealed carry permit or endorsement, from carrying a 

concealed firearm in the state capitol building or at a meeting whether of the full body of a house 

of the general assembly or a committee thereof, that is held in the state capitol building; 

  (6)  The general assembly, supreme court, county or municipality may by rule, administrative 

regulation, or ordinance prohibit or limit the carrying of concealed firearms by permit or 

endorsement holders in that portion of a building owned, leased or controlled by that unit of 

government.  Any portion of a building in which the carrying of concealed firearms is prohibited 

or limited shall be clearly identified by signs posted at the entrance to the restricted area.  The 

statute, rule or ordinance shall exempt any building used for public housing by private persons, 

highways or rest areas, firing ranges, and private dwellings owned, leased, or controlled by that 

unit of government from any restriction on the carrying or possession of a firearm.  The statute, 

rule or ordinance shall not specify any criminal penalty for its violation but may specify that 

persons violating the statute, rule or ordinance may be denied entrance to the building, ordered to 

leave the building and if employees of the unit of government, be subjected to disciplinary 

measures for violation of the provisions of the statute, rule or ordinance.  The provisions of this 

subdivision shall not apply to any other unit of government; 

  (7)  Any establishment licensed to dispense intoxicating liquor for consumption on the 

premises, which portion is primarily devoted to that purpose, without the consent of the owner or 

manager.  The provisions of this subdivision shall not apply to the licensee of said 

establishment.  The provisions of this subdivision shall not apply to any bona fide restaurant 

open to the general public having dining facilities for not less than fifty persons and that receives 

at least fifty-one percent of its gross annual income from the dining facilities by the sale of 

food.  This subdivision does not prohibit the possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises 

of the establishment and shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not removed 

from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises.  Nothing in this subdivision 

authorizes any individual who has been issued a concealed carry permit or endorsement to 

possess any firearm while intoxicated; 

  (8)  Any area of an airport to which access is controlled by the inspection of persons and 

property.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises of the airport shall not be a 

https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=21.155


criminal offense so long as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the 

vehicle is on the premises; 

  (9)  Any place where the carrying of a firearm is prohibited by federal law; 

  (10)  Any higher education institution or elementary or secondary school facility without the 

consent of the governing body of the higher education institution or a school official or the 

district school board, unless the person with the concealed carry endorsement or permit is a 

teacher or administrator of an elementary or secondary school who has been designated by his or 

her school district as a school protection officer and is carrying a firearm in a school within that 

district, in which case no consent is required.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the 

premises of any higher education institution or elementary or secondary school facility shall not 

be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or brandished while 

the vehicle is on the premises; 

  (11)  Any portion of a building used as a child care facility without the consent of the 

manager.  Nothing in this subdivision shall prevent the operator of a child care facility in a 

family home from owning or possessing a firearm or a concealed carry permit or endorsement; 

  (12)  Any riverboat gambling operation accessible by the public without the consent of the 

owner or manager pursuant to rules promulgated by the gaming commission.  Possession of a 

firearm in a vehicle on the premises of a riverboat gambling operation shall not be a criminal 

offense so long as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is 

on the premises; 

  (13)  Any gated area of an amusement park.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the 

premises of the amusement park shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not 

removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises; 

  (14)  Any church or other place of religious worship without the consent of the minister or 

person or persons representing the religious organization that exercises control over the place of 

religious worship.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises shall not be a criminal 

offense so long as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is 

on the premises; 



  (15)  Any private property whose owner has posted the premises as being off-limits to 

concealed firearms by means of one or more signs displayed in a conspicuous place of a 

minimum size of eleven inches by fourteen inches with the writing thereon in letters of not less 

than one inch.  The owner, business or commercial lessee, manager of a private business 

enterprise, or any other organization, entity, or person may prohibit persons holding a concealed 

carry permit or endorsement from carrying concealed firearms on the premises and may prohibit 

employees, not authorized by the employer, holding a concealed carry permit or endorsement 

from carrying concealed firearms on the property of the employer.  If the building or the 

premises are open to the public, the employer of the business enterprise shall post signs on or 

about the premises if carrying a concealed firearm is prohibited.  Possession of a firearm in a 

vehicle on the premises shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not removed 

from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises.  An employer may prohibit 

employees or other persons holding a concealed carry permit or endorsement from carrying a 

concealed firearm in vehicles owned by the employer; 

  (16)  Any sports arena or stadium with a seating capacity of five thousand or 

more.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises shall not be a criminal offense so long 

as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the 

premises; 

  (17)  Any hospital accessible by the public.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the 

premises of a hospital shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not removed from 

the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises. 

  2.  Carrying of a concealed firearm in a location specified in subdivisions (1) to (17) of 

subsection 1 of this section by any individual who holds a concealed carry permit issued 

pursuant to sections 571.101 to 571.121, or a concealed carry endorsement issued prior to 

August 28, 2013, shall not be a criminal act but may subject the person to denial to the premises 

or removal from the premises.  If such person refuses to leave the premises and a peace officer is 

summoned, such person may be issued a citation for an amount not to exceed one hundred 

dollars for the first offense.  If a second citation for a similar violation occurs within a six-month 

period, such person shall be fined an amount not to exceed two hundred dollars and his or her 

permit, and, if applicable, endorsement to carry concealed firearms shall be suspended for a 

period of one year.  If a third citation for a similar violation is issued within one year of the first 

citation, such person shall be fined an amount not to exceed five hundred dollars and shall have 

https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneChapterRng.aspx?tb1=571.101%20to%20571.121


his or her concealed carry permit, and, if applicable, endorsement revoked and such person shall 

not be eligible for a concealed carry permit for a period of three years.  Upon conviction of 

charges arising from a citation issued pursuant to this subsection, the court shall notify the sheriff 

of the county which issued the concealed carry permit, or, if the person is a holder of a concealed 

carry endorsement issued prior to August 28, 2013, the court shall notify the sheriff of the county 

which issued the certificate of qualification for a concealed carry endorsement and the 

department of revenue.  The sheriff shall suspend or revoke the concealed carry permit or, if 

applicable, the certificate of qualification for a concealed carry endorsement.  If the person holds 

an endorsement, the department of revenue shall issue a notice of such suspension or revocation 

of the concealed carry endorsement and take action to remove the concealed carry endorsement 

from the individual's driving record.  The director of revenue shall notify the licensee that he or 

she must apply for a new license pursuant to chapter 302 which does not contain such 

endorsement.  The notice issued by the department of revenue shall be mailed to the last known 

address shown on the individual's driving record.  The notice is deemed received three days after 

mailing. 

571.111.  Firearms training requirements — safety instructor requirements — penalty for 

violations. — 1.  An applicant for a concealed carry permit shall demonstrate knowledge of 

firearms safety training.  This requirement shall be fully satisfied if the applicant for a concealed 

carry permit: 

  (1)  Submits a photocopy of a certificate of firearms safety training course completion, as 

defined in subsection 2 of this section, signed by a qualified firearms safety instructor as defined 

in subsection 6 of this section; or 

  (2)  Submits a photocopy of a certificate that shows the applicant completed a firearms safety 

course given by or under the supervision of any state, county, municipal, or federal law 

enforcement agency; or 

  (3)  Is a qualified firearms safety instructor as defined in subsection 6 of this section; or 

  (4)  Submits proof that the applicant currently holds any type of valid peace officer license 

issued under the requirements of chapter 590; or 

https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneChapter.aspx?chapter=302
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneChapter.aspx?chapter=590


  (5)  Submits proof that the applicant is currently allowed to carry firearms in accordance with 

the certification requirements of section 217.710; or 

  (6)  Submits proof that the applicant is currently certified as any class of corrections officer 

by the Missouri department of corrections and has passed at least one eight-hour firearms 

training course, approved by the director of the Missouri department of corrections under the 

authority granted to him or her, that includes instruction on the justifiable use of force as 

prescribed in chapter 563; or 

  (7)  Submits a photocopy of a certificate of firearms safety training course completion that 

was issued on August 27, 2011, or earlier so long as the certificate met the requirements of 

subsection 2 of this section that were in effect on the date it was issued. 

  2.  A certificate of firearms safety training course completion may be issued to any applicant 

by any qualified firearms safety instructor.  On the certificate of course completion the qualified 

firearms safety instructor shall affirm that the individual receiving instruction has taken and 

passed a firearms safety course of at least eight hours in length taught by the instructor that 

included: 

  (1)  Handgun safety in the classroom, at home, on the firing range and while carrying the 

firearm; 

  (2)  A physical demonstration performed by the applicant that demonstrated his or her ability 

to safely load and unload either a revolver or a semiautomatic pistol and demonstrated his or her 

marksmanship with either firearm; 

  (3)  The basic principles of marksmanship; 

  (4)  Care and cleaning of concealable firearms; 

  (5)  Safe storage of firearms at home; 

  (6)  The requirements of this state for obtaining a concealed carry permit from the sheriff of 

the individual's county of residence; 

  (7)  The laws relating to firearms as prescribed in this chapter; 

https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=217.710
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  (8)  The laws relating to the justifiable use of force as prescribed in chapter 563; 

  (9)  A live firing exercise of sufficient duration for each applicant to fire either a revolver or a 

semiautomatic pistol, from a standing position or its equivalent, a minimum of twenty rounds 

from the handgun at a distance of seven yards from a B-27 silhouette target or an equivalent 

target; 

  (10)  A live-fire test administered to the applicant while the instructor was present of twenty 

rounds from either a revolver or a semiautomatic pistol from a standing position or its equivalent 

at a distance from a B-27 silhouette target, or an equivalent target, of seven yards. 

  3.  A certificate of firearms safety training course completion may also be issued to an 

applicant who presents proof to a qualified firearms safety instructor that the applicant has 

passed a regular or online course on firearm safety conducted by an instructor certified by the 

National Rifle Association that is at least one hour in length and who also passes the 

requirements of subdivisions (1), (2), (6), (7), (8), (9), and (10) of subsection 2 of this section in 

a course, not restricted by a period of hours, that is taught by a qualified firearms safety 

instructor. 

  4.  A qualified firearms safety instructor shall not give a grade of passing to an applicant for a 

concealed carry permit who: 

  (1)  Does not follow the orders of the qualified firearms instructor or cognizant range officer; 

or 

  (2)  Handles a firearm in a manner that, in the judgment of the qualified firearm safety 

instructor, poses a danger to the applicant or to others; or 

  (3)  During the live-fire testing portion of the course fails to hit the silhouette portion of the 

targets with at least fifteen rounds. 

  5.  Qualified firearms safety instructors who provide firearms safety instruction to any person 

who applies for a concealed carry permit shall: 

  (1)  Make the applicant's course records available upon request to the sheriff of the county in 

which the applicant resides; 

https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneChapter.aspx?chapter=563


  (2)  Maintain all course records on students for a period of no less than four years from course 

completion date; and 

  (3)  Not have more than forty students per certified instructor in the classroom portion of the 

course or more than five students per range officer engaged in range firing. 

  6.  A firearms safety instructor shall be considered to be a qualified firearms safety instructor 

by any sheriff issuing a concealed carry permit pursuant to sections 571.101 to 571.121 if the 

instructor: 

  (1)  Is a valid firearms safety instructor certified by the National Rifle Association holding a 

rating as a personal protection instructor or pistol marksmanship instructor; or 

  (2)  Submits a photocopy of a notarized certificate from a firearms safety instructor's course 

offered by a local, state, or federal governmental agency; or 

  (3)  Submits a photocopy of a notarized certificate from a firearms safety instructor course 

approved by the department of public safety; or 

  (4)  Has successfully completed a firearms safety instructor course given by or under the 

supervision of any state, county, municipal, or federal law enforcement agency; or 

  (5)  Is a certified police officer firearms safety instructor. 

  7.  Any firearms safety instructor qualified under subsection 6 of this section may submit a 

copy of a training instructor certificate, course outline bearing the notarized signature of the 

instructor, and a recent photograph of the instructor to the sheriff of the county in which the 

instructor resides.  The sheriff shall review the training instructor certificate along with the 

course outline and verify the firearms safety instructor is qualified and the course meets the 

requirements provided under this section.  If the sheriff verifies the firearms safety instructor is 

qualified and the course meets the requirements provided under this section, the sheriff shall 

collect an annual registration fee of ten dollars from each qualified instructor who chooses to 

submit such information and submit the registration to the Missouri sheriff methamphetamine 

relief taskforce.  The Missouri sheriff methamphetamine relief taskforce, or its designated agent, 

shall create and maintain a statewide database of qualified instructors.  This information shall be 

a closed record except for access by any sheriff.  Firearms safety instructors may register 
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annually and the registration is only effective for the calendar year in which the instructor 

registered.  Any sheriff may access the statewide database maintained by the Missouri sheriff 

methamphetamine relief taskforce to verify the firearms safety instructor is qualified and the 

course offered by the instructor meets the requirements provided under this section.  Unless a 

sheriff has reason to believe otherwise, a sheriff shall presume a firearms safety instructor is 

qualified to provide firearms safety instruction in counties throughout the state under this section 

if the instructor is registered on the statewide database of qualified instructors. 

  8.  Any firearms safety instructor who knowingly provides any sheriff with any false 

information concerning an applicant's performance on any portion of the required training and 

qualification shall be guilty of a class C misdemeanor.  A violation of the provisions of this 

section shall result in the person being prohibited from instructing concealed carry permit classes 

and issuing certificates. 

571.114.  Denial of application, appeal procedures. —  

1.  In any case when the sheriff refuses to issue a concealed carry permit or to act on an 

application for such permit, the denied applicant shall have the right to appeal the denial within 

thirty days of receiving written notice of the denial.  Such appeals shall be heard in small claims 

court as defined in section 482.300, and the provisions of 

sections 482.300, 482.310 and 482.335 shall apply to such appeals. 

 

571.121.  Duty to carry and display permit, penalty for violation — director of revenue 

immunity from liability, when. —  

 

1.  Any person issued a concealed carry permit pursuant to sections 571.101 to 571.121, or a 

concealed carry endorsement issued prior to August 28, 2013, shall carry the concealed carry 

permit or endorsement at all times the person is carrying a concealed firearm and shall display 

the concealed carry permit and a state or federal government-issued photo identification or the 

endorsement or permit upon the request of any peace officer.  Failure to comply with this 

subsection shall not be a criminal offense but the concealed carry permit or endorsement holder 

may be issued a citation for an amount not to exceed thirty-five dollars. 

 

571.126.  List of persons who have obtained a concealed carry endorsement or permit, no 

disclosure to federal government. — Notwithstanding any other state law to the contrary, no 
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state agency shall disclose to the federal government the statewide list of persons who have 

obtained a concealed carry endorsement or permit, including Missouri lifetime and extended 

concealed carry permits.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to restrict access to 

individual records by any criminal justice agency authorized to access the Missouri uniform law 

enforcement system. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

******************************************************** 

571.205.  Issuance of lifetime or extended permit, requirements  



571.210.  Suspension or revocation, when — procedures — reactivation — notice to sheriff 

required, when — renewal — background check. — (2016) 

1.  A Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry permit issued under sections 571.205 to 

571.230 shall be suspended or revoked if the Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry 

permit holder becomes ineligible for such permit under the criteria established in subdivision (2), 

(3), (4), (5), (7), or (10) of subsection 3 of section 571.205.  The following procedures shall be 

followed: 

•   (1)  When a valid full order of protection or any arrest warrant, discharge, or 

commitment for the reasons listed in subdivision (2), (3), (4), (5), (7), or (10) of 

subsection 3 of section 571.205 is issued against a person holding a Missouri lifetime or 

extended concealed carry permit, upon notification of said order, warrant, discharge, or 

commitment or upon an order of a court of competent jurisdiction in a criminal 

proceeding, a commitment proceeding, or a full order of protection proceeding ruling that 

a person holding a Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry permit presents a risk of 

harm to themselves or others, then upon notification of such order, the holder of the 

Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry permit shall surrender the permit to the 

court, officer, or other official serving the order, warrant, discharge, or commitment.  The 

permit shall be suspended until the order is terminated or until the arrest results in a 

dismissal of all charges.  The official to whom the permit is surrendered shall 

administratively suspend the permit in the concealed carry permit system until the order 

is terminated or the charges are dismissed.  Upon dismissal, the court holding the permit 

shall return such permit to the individual and the official to whom the permit was 

surrendered shall administratively return the permit to good standing within the 

concealed carry permit system; 

 

•   (2)  Any conviction, discharge, or commitment specified in sections 571.205 to 

571.230 shall result in a revocation.  Upon conviction, the court shall forward a notice of 

conviction or action and the permit to the issuing county sheriff.  The sheriff who issued 

the Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry permit shall report the change in status 

of the concealed carry permit to the concealed carry permit system. 

571.215.  Permit authorizes carrying on person or in vehicle — prohibited areas — penalty 

for violation. —  
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1.  A Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry permit issued under sections 571.205 to 

571.230 shall authorize the person in whose name the permit is issued to carry concealed 

firearms on or about his or her person or vehicle throughout the state.  No Missouri lifetime or 

extended concealed carry permit shall authorize any person to carry concealed firearms into: 

•   (1)  Any police, sheriff, or highway patrol office or station without the consent of the 

chief law enforcement officer in charge of that office or station.  Possession of a firearm 

in a vehicle on the premises of the office or station shall not be a criminal offense so long 

as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the 

premises; 

•   (2)  Within twenty-five feet of any polling place on any election day.  Possession of a 

firearm in a vehicle on the premises of the polling place shall not be a criminal offense so 

long as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on 

the premises; 

•   (3)  The facility of any adult or juvenile detention or correctional institution, prison or 

jail.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises of any adult, juvenile detention, 

or correctional institution, prison or jail shall not be a criminal offense so long as the 

firearm is not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the 

premises; 

•   (4)  Any courthouse solely occupied by the circuit, appellate or supreme court, or any 

courtrooms, administrative offices, libraries, or other rooms of any such court whether or 

not such court solely occupies the building in question.  This subdivision shall also 

include, but not be limited to, any juvenile, family, drug, or other court offices, any room 

or office wherein any of the courts or offices listed in this subdivision are temporarily 

conducting any business within the jurisdiction of such courts or offices, and such other 

locations in such manner as may be specified by supreme court rule under subdivision (6) 

of this subsection.  Nothing in this subdivision shall preclude those persons listed in 

subdivision (1) of subsection 2 of section 571.030 while within their jurisdiction and on 

duty, those persons listed in subdivisions (2), (4), and (10) of subsection 2 of 

section 571.030, or such other persons who serve in a law enforcement capacity for a 

court as may be specified by supreme court rule under subdivision (6) of this subsection 

from carrying a concealed firearm within any of the areas described in this 

subdivision.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises of any of the areas 

https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneChapterRng.aspx?tb1=571.205%20to%20571.230
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneChapterRng.aspx?tb1=571.205%20to%20571.230
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=571.030
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=571.030


listed in this subdivision shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not 

removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises; 

•   (5)  Any meeting of the governing body of a unit of local government, or any meeting 

of the general assembly or a committee of the general assembly, except that nothing in 

this subdivision shall preclude a member of the body holding a valid Missouri lifetime or 

extended concealed carry permit from carrying a concealed firearm at a meeting of the 

body which he or she is a member.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises 

shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or 

brandished while the vehicle is on the premises.  Nothing in this subdivision shall 

preclude a member of the general assembly, a full-time employee of the general assembly 

employed under Section 17, Article III, Constitution of Missouri, legislative employees 

of the general assembly as determined under section 21.155, or statewide elected officials 

and their employees, holding a valid Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry 

permit, from carrying a concealed firearm in the state capitol building or at a meeting 

whether of the full body of a house of the general assembly or a committee thereof, that is 

held in the state capitol building; 

•   (6)  The general assembly, supreme court, county, or municipality may by rule, 

administrative regulation, or ordinance prohibit or limit the carrying of concealed 

firearms by permit holders in that portion of a building owned, leased, or controlled by 

that unit of government.  Any portion of a building in which the carrying of concealed 

firearms is prohibited or limited shall be clearly identified by signs posted at the entrance 

to the restricted area.  The statute, rule, or ordinance shall exempt any building used for 

public housing by private persons, highways or rest areas, firing ranges, and private 

dwellings owned, leased, or controlled by that unit of government from any restriction on 

the carrying or possession of a firearm.  The statute, rule, or ordinance shall not specify 

any criminal penalty for its violation but may specify that persons violating the statute, 

rule, or ordinance may be denied entrance to the building, ordered to leave the building 

and if employees of the unit of government, be subjected to disciplinary measures for 

violation of the provisions of the statute, rule, or ordinance.  The provisions of this 

subdivision shall not apply to any other unit of government; 

•   (7)  Any establishment licensed to dispense intoxicating liquor for consumption on the 

premises, which portion is primarily devoted to that purpose, without the consent of the 

owner or manager.  The provisions of this subdivision shall not apply to the licensee of 
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said establishment.  The provisions of this subdivision shall not apply to any bona fide 

restaurant open to the general public having dining facilities for not less than fifty persons 

and that receives at least fifty-one percent of its gross annual income from the dining 

facilities by the sale of food.  This subdivision does not prohibit the possession of a 

firearm in a vehicle on the premises of the establishment and shall not be a criminal 

offense so long as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the 

vehicle is on the premises.  Nothing in this subdivision authorizes any individual who has 

been issued a Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry permit to possess any 

firearm while intoxicated; 

•   (8)  Any area of an airport to which access is controlled by the inspection of persons 

and property.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises of the airport shall not 

be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or 

brandished while the vehicle is on the premises; 

•   (9)  Any place where the carrying of a firearm is prohibited by federal law; 

•   (10)  Any higher education institution or elementary or secondary school facility 

without the consent of the governing body of the higher education institution or a school 

official or the district school board, unless the person with the Missouri lifetime or 

extended concealed carry permit is a teacher or administrator of an elementary or 

secondary school who has been designated by his or her school district as a school 

protection officer and is carrying a firearm in a school within that district, in which case 

no consent is required.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises of any higher 

education institution or elementary or secondary school facility shall not be a criminal 

offense so long as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the 

vehicle is on the premises; 

•   (11)  Any portion of a building used as a child care facility without the consent of the 

manager.  Nothing in this subdivision shall prevent the operator of a child care facility in 

a family home from owning or possessing a firearm or a Missouri lifetime or extended 

concealed carry permit; 

•   (12)  Any riverboat gambling operation accessible by the public without the consent of 

the owner or manager under rules promulgated by the gaming commission.  Possession of 

a firearm in a vehicle on the premises of a riverboat gambling operation shall not be a 

criminal offense so long as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or brandished 

while the vehicle is on the premises; 



•   (13)  Any gated area of an amusement park.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on 

the premises of the amusement park shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm 

is not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises; 

•   (14)  Any church or other place of religious worship without the consent of the 

minister or person or persons representing the religious organization that exercises 

control over the place of religious worship.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the 

premises shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not removed from the 

vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises; 

•   (15)  Any private property whose owner has posted the premises as being off-limits to 

concealed firearms by means of one or more signs displayed in a conspicuous place of a 

minimum size of eleven inches by fourteen inches with the writing thereon in letters of 

not less than one inch.  The owner, business or commercial lessee, manager of a private 

business enterprise, or any other organization, entity, or person may prohibit persons 

holding a Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry permit from carrying concealed 

firearms on the premises and may prohibit employees, not authorized by the employer, 

holding a Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry permit from carrying concealed 

firearms on the property of the employer.  If the building or the premises are open to the 

public, the employer of the business enterprise shall post signs on or about the premises if 

carrying a concealed firearm is prohibited.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the 

premises shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not removed from the 

vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises.  An employer may prohibit 

employees or other persons holding a Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry 

permit from carrying a concealed firearm in vehicles owned by the employer; 

•   (16)  Any sports arena or stadium with a seating capacity of five thousand or 

more.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the premises shall not be a criminal offense 

so long as the firearm is not removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is 

on the premises; 

•   (17)  Any hospital accessible by the public.  Possession of a firearm in a vehicle on the 

premises of a hospital shall not be a criminal offense so long as the firearm is not 

removed from the vehicle or brandished while the vehicle is on the premises. 

2.  Carrying of a concealed firearm in a location specified in subdivisions (1) to (17) of 

subsection 1 of this section by any individual who holds a Missouri lifetime or extended 

concealed carry permit shall not be a criminal act but may subject the person to denial to the 



premises or removal from the premises.  If such person refuses to leave the premises and a peace 

officer is summoned, such person may be issued a citation for an amount not to exceed one 

hundred dollars for the first offense.  If a second citation for a similar violation occurs within a 

six-month period, such person shall be fined an amount not to exceed two hundred dollars and 

his or her permit to carry concealed firearms shall be suspended for a period of one year.  If a 

third citation for a similar violation is issued within one year of the first citation, such person 

shall be fined an amount not to exceed five hundred dollars and shall have his or her Missouri 

lifetime or extended concealed carry permit revoked and such person shall not be eligible for a 

Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry permit or a concealed carry permit issued under 

sections 571.101 to 571.121 for a period of three years.  Upon conviction of charges arising from 

a citation issued under this subsection, the court shall notify the sheriff of the county which 

issued the Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry permit.  The sheriff shall suspend or 

revoke the Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry permit. 

 

571.220.  Denial of application, right of appeal — appeal forms — right to trial de novo, 

when. — (10 SEC) 

1.  In any case when the sheriff refuses to issue a Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry 

permit or to act on an application for such permit, the denied applicant shall have the right to 

appeal the denial within thirty days of receiving written notice of the denial.  Such appeals shall 

be heard in small claims court as defined in section 482.300, and the provisions of 

sections 482.300, 482.310, and 482.335 shall apply to such appeals. 

2.  A denial of or refusal to act on an application for a Missouri lifetime or extended concealed 

carry permit may be appealed by filing with the clerk of the small claims court a copy of the 

sheriff's written refusal and a form substantially similar to the appeal form provided in this 

section.  Appeal forms shall be provided by the clerk of the small claims court free of charge to 

any person: 

 3.  The notice of appeal in a denial of a Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry permit 

appeal shall be made to the sheriff in a manner and form determined by the small claims court 

judge. 

4.  If at the hearing the person shows he or she is entitled to the requested Missouri lifetime or 

extended concealed carry permit, the court shall issue an appropriate order to cause the issuance 
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of the Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry permit.  Costs shall not be assessed against 

the sheriff unless the action of the sheriff is determined by the judge to be arbitrary and 

capricious. 

5.  Any person aggrieved by any final judgment rendered by a small claims court in a denial of a 

Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry permit appeal may have a right to trial de novo as 

provided in sections 512.180 to 512.320. 

 

571.230.  Duty to carry permit — display of permit, when — citation for violation. —  

Any person issued a Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry permit under 

sections 571.205 to 571.230, shall carry the permit at all times the person is carrying a concealed 

firearm and shall display the permit and a state or federal government-issued photo identification 

upon the request of any peace officer.  Failure to comply with this section shall not be a criminal 

offense but the Missouri lifetime or extended concealed carry permit holder may be issued a 

citation for an amount not to exceed thirty-five dollars. 
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